
PHP Super Cart Affiliate System Documentation

Introduction
PHP Super Cart’s Affiliate System is powerful, flexible and easy to manage. The Affiliate System allows your affiliates to be paid based on clicks or sales or both.  You can set up an unlimited number of affiliate levels with different payout configurations.   The affiliate side of the system is completely template-driven (Based on the PHP Super Cart Template System).  The administrative side is simple to use and very straight-forward.  Just about everything is configurable.  Let’s get started.
Installation

Overview.

When you install PHP Super Cart (see the PHP Super Cart installation instructions) the Affiliate System is automatically installed and configured with a base configuration.  During the installation all of the affiliate control panel templates and affiliate emails are uploaded to your site.  Default database settings are created as well.  

Configuration

After installation, point your browser to www.yourdomain.com/ phpsupercart/admin/ and login.
Scroll down to the Configuration section of the menu and click on the Affiliate configuration menu item (on the left).
You are now at the main affiliate configuration screen.  All of the Affiliate System options are set on this screen.  This is NOT where you configure you different Affiliate Levels (more on that below).  
Default Affiliate Level – This is the affiliate level (that you set up) that will be assigned to all new affiliates that sign up through the automated signup process.  You can change this at any time and all new signups will be based on the new default level.
Minimum Affiliate Password Length – This is the minimum number of characters that must be entered by the affiliate for the password field.

Automatically Activate All Affiliates – If this option is checked, all new affiliate accounts will automatically be activated.  Additionally, the affiliate welcome email will be sent immediately after the account is created.  If this option is not set, an administrator will have to manually set the affiliate account to active.  The affiliate will then receive the welcome email once their account is manually set to active.
Email Welcome Subject & Email Reset Password Subject – These text fields are used to fill the subject of the Welcome email and the Password Reset email.
Not Logged In – This text field is displayed on the affiliate template when the affiliate is not yet logged in.
Error Messages – These text fields are used to validate the affiliate’s profile both during the initial signup phase and during the profile update phase.
Affiliate Signups
PHP Super Cart’s Affiliate System allows affiliates to sign up automatically.  Point your affiliates to www.yourdomain.com/phpsupercart/affiliates (or whatever your installation path is).  From there, affiliates will be able to choose the affiliate signup link and begin the signup process.  Once the affiliate has completed the signup process a new record will be created in the database.  If Auto Activate is enabled, the affiliate will immediately receive the Welcome Email.  
Affiliates can be paid per referral, per sale or both.  The amount of payment is based on the affiliate level.  You can create an unlimited number of levels.  Each level can have a different payment amount per action.  Payment amounts can be a percent of total sale or a flat amount per sale or both.  Each affiliate level has a minimum payout amount that must be met before the affiliate receives a payment.

Affiliate payouts are created in batches.  You can decide how often to run batches.  You can run batches every day, once a week, once a month, or as often as you like.  PHP Super Cart only processes orders that are complete and only after a specified time has elapsed after the sale.  This gives you time to process refunds or adjustments before paying an affiliate.  Batches can be created via cron job or manually.  

Affiliates can log into their own management system to see change their profile, see their previous payouts and view their pending sales and payments.

The affiliate system is 100% template driven, of course.
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